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Abstract: Research into the diet of the New York Harbor Double-crested Cormorant population began in spring 2006.  A total of 434 Boli and 88 pellets were collected from colonies on Hoffman, South Brother and Swinburne Islands. The samples were analyzed in the lab and identified to the lowest taxonomic level.   Thirty-nine fish and 4 crustacean species were identified in the bolus samples including both freshwater and marine species.  The most common species found were black seabass, Centropristis striata, and scup, Stenotomus chrysops.  The composition of the diet in 2008 differed markedly from previous years in the abundance of black seabass and searobins, Prionotus sp., and a relative scarcity of cunner, Tautogolabrus adspersus.  Overall the results indicate a diverse diet with species of concern to fishermen making up a small percentage.
John Waldman’s research focuses on aquatic conservation biology on local, national, and international scales, with an emphasis on diadromous fishes.

