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SOMETHING INTERSTING ABOUT ME (OPTIONAL, MAY BE LEFT BLANK):
MY RESEARCH (IN SIMPLE WORDS THAT CAN BE UNDERSTOOD BY ANYONE ON THE Q64 BUS):
I research how computers can understand and produce speech and language.  
This includes speech recognition and speech synthesis.  Also, there is a lot of information contained in speech beyond the words that are spoken.  This is known as “tone-of-voice”, intonation, or prosody.  The question of understanding intonation with computers has been the center of my research for the last 5 years.    The importance of this information to understanding human speech is most obvious in cases where the meaning is radically different as in the statement “John speaks French.” and the question “John speaks French?” While most obvious in situations like this, the influence of intonation on meaning is pervasive and often goes unnoticed.   Recently, I have been investigating how intonation is similar and different across languages, and also across native and non-native speakers of English. 
Over the last eighteen months, I worked with a team of IBM Researchers responsible for generating speech for Watson during the IBM Jeopardy! Grand Challenge.

MY RESEARCH IN 140 CHARACTERS (OPTIONAL, MAY BE LEFT BLANK):
I work to understand what people mean when they speak…with computers.
