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MY RESEARCH (IN SIMPLE WORDS THAT CAN BE UNDERSTOOD BY ANYONE ON THE Q64 BUS):
I am interested in the impact of climate change on urban estuarine ecosystems.  Estuaries are highly variable systems, with large shifts in salinity and temperature over an annual cycle.  Estuaries near urban centers also experience overfishing and higher loadings of nutrients and pollutants.  These are all potential drivers of ecosystem change, hence one might expect that it would be very difficult to see a signal of climate change in such a system.  However, I have found significant changes in a heavily eutrophied estuary – Long Island Sound -  that cannot be directly attributed to nutrients, pollution, or overfishing.  My research is thus focused on determining whether temperature change underlies these changes via large-scale surveys, statistical analysis, and lab-based experiments.
