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SOMETHING INTERESTING ABOUT ME:  
One thing that is interesting about me is that I don’t want to write anything here because I am uncomfortable stating that I think that everyone should find anything in particular interesting about me.
MY RESEARCH (IN SIMPLE WORDS THAT CAN BE UNDERSTOOD BY ANYONE ON THE Q64 BUS):
I am interested in why organisms look and act the way they do. How and why do particular traits evolve, and how is this related to the role those traits play in the lifestyle of an organism in its environment? I would consider this the central question of evolutionary ecology, a field which has been at the heart of biology ever since Darwin raised the question and proposed natural selection as a general answer. In much of my research I start addressing this question by looking at specific cases, often in birds. Sometimes the initial questions can be very basic: How do swamp sparrows learn their songs? How does an African weaverbird defend itself against a cuckoo that lays eggs in its nest? Why do some birds lay blue eggs? In order to answer such questions I use a variety of methods including field observations and experiments, molecular genetic analyses, examination of museum specimens, and laboratory studies of captive birds. I then use the results of these studies to test general hypotheses about the evolutionary process, with the goal of developing and refining theory. Usually the results lead to as many further questions and hypotheses as they do conclusions and insights.

Most of the projects currently underway in my laboratory involve learned behavior and how this develops and evolves and interacts with the environment.  For instance, we are just beginning a project to trace the genetic, cultural (song), and geographical divergence of house finches since they were introduced to New York in the 1940s. This might lend insights into how learned behavior changes and spreads more generally, including in humans.
