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SOMETHING INTERSTING ABOUT ME (OPTIONAL, MAY BE LEFT BLANK):
This is my 6th year at QC. I love working with the students both in class and in the lab. 

MY RESEARCH (IN SIMPLE WORDS THAT CAN BE UNDERSTOOD BY ANYONE ON THE Q64 BUS):
One in ten still born babies and one in a hundred live births have congenital heart defects. Understanding the molecular regulation of early heart formation is a crucial first step in understanding the basis of these devastating conditions. In this proposal we plan to examine interactions between two of the layers of the heart, the myocardium and the endocardium. We believe that these interactions play a key role in regulating myocardial cell movement and that understanding them will help to defining the molecular control of cell movement and ultimately proper heart formation. In a second project in the lab we are studying the formation of the epicardium, the outermost layer of the heart. This layer acts as a stem cell population and is responsible for healing the heart after cardiac injury such as a heart attack. Very little is known about where these cells come from and how they go about covering the heart. 
MY RESEARCH IN 140 CHARACTERS (OPTIONAL, MAY BE LEFT BLANK):
In the Holtzman lab, we study how the heart forms in a developing embryo.  We want to know how the cells move and how they know what to do to make this beautiful beating structure. 

