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SOMETHING INTERESTING ABOUT ME (OPTIONAL, MAY BE LEFT BLANK):
I was in an all-girl rock band in graduate school.
MY RESEARCH (IN SIMPLE WORDS THAT CAN BE UNDERSTOOD BY ANYONE ON THE Q64 BUS):
How do people experience stability in their relationships, even from one relationship to the next? How can some individuals say exactly what they’re looking for in a romantic partner, yet date people who don’t match their stated standards? My research is generally aimed at answering these types of questions by trying to understand the role of unconscious processes in relationship formation and choice, as well as the sacrifices we sometimes might make when choosing partners. 
A portion of my work centers on how experiences in past relationships influence experiences in new and ongoing relationships. Accordingly, I have examined how individuals use working models of attachment relationships to guide their perceptions of new people (Brumbaugh & Fraley, 2004; 2007). Interestingly, I have found that even when new individuals bear no resemblance to past partners, existing representations of past partners continue to impact how novel people are experienced. These results suggest that working models may guide the interpretation of new people, regardless of the actual qualities of those people.

Another focus of my research is aimed at determining how partners are selected and at uncovering individual differences in the ability to detect undesirable features in others (Brumbaugh & Fraley, 2010). Prior research has found that overall, both secure and insecure people explicitly report the strongest attraction to secure partners. My current work is driven by the following question: if people tend to report being most attracted to partners who are secure, why do a sizeable number of people nevertheless end up with partners who are insecure and make them unhappy?

MY RESEARCH IN 140 CHARACTERS (OPTIONAL, MAY BE LEFT BLANK):
I am an adult attachment relationship researcher. My work also touches on social-cognition, personality, person perception, and evolutionary theory.

