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SOMETHING INTERESTING ABOUT ME (OPTIONAL, MAY BE LEFT BLANK):
I have still not stopped trying to improve my French.  Very interesting to me.

MY RESEARCH (IN SIMPLE WORDS THAT CAN BE UNDERSTOOD BY ANYONE ON THE Q64 BUS):
One of the most robust findings in the area of animal learning is the role of delay to reinforcement—learning is slower and poorer with longer delays to reinforcement in both instrumental and Pavlovian conditioning. What is interesting about this well-known phenomenon is that the effect depends upon the relative, not absolute, delay—that’s a relatively newer finding. For example, a 10-s delay in Pavlovian conditioning will produce very little conditioned responding if it is embedded in an intertrial interval (ITI) of 10 s, but it will produce rapidly learned and prodigious responding with a 100-s ITI. The implication is that animals perceive and code these intervals (delay and ITI), and that their behavior is governed by ratio comparisons between them. That inference is also supported by the observation of timescale invariance—animals and people exhibit the same pattern of ‘expectancy’ behavior following the same proportion of elapsed time (ask me).  My research has investigated the following aspects of timing behavior in rats, pigeons, and humans: (1) the properties of working memory for time in animals (temporal memory decays exponentially),  (2) the role of time in ‘behavorially silent’ learning (timing itself indexes learning) ,  (3) the effect of interference (dual tasks) in time perception (the effect can outlast the interfering event,  (4) the role of emotion in governing time estimation and underlying clock mechanisms (fear lengthens time estimation by affecting attention, not clock speed),  (5) the neural and psychopharmacological bases of timing behavior (what is/are the role(s) of the basal ganglia and related circuits in timing),  (6) the effect of neural degeneration in a Huntington’s Disease rat model on the deterioration in temporal processing, and its rescue by environmental enrichment (can we identify environmental treatment for HD?),  and (7) human-animal analogs of temporal processing procedures (can we ask humans and animals the same questions?.
OK, maybe more than one bus ride.
MY RESEARCH IN 140 CHARACTERS (OPTIONAL, MAY BE LEFT BLANK):

