John Kearney
Combinatorics of Rhythm


To further illustrate the distinction between r(n), which is the number of ways we can partition an n beat measure into groups of two and three beats, and time signature, I produced two songs that have the same time signature, but a different partition of beats.  In both of the songs, I used a 5 beat measure, which gave me two different partitions of 2’s and 3’s.  In the first song, entitled “Two 3,” I placed the accents on beats 1 and 3.  You can count along by listening to the open hi-hat hit.  In the second song, entitled “Three 2,” I placed the accents on beats 1 and 4, which is similar to how Dave Brubeck arranged his rhythm in “Take Five.”  I hope this further demonstrates what r(n) is actually counting.  

